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confidential 

1. CC - ENTfRE TEXT).- 

2. SUMMARY: A DRASTIC INCREASE IN SOVIET HELICOPTER ACTIVITY 
OVER THE PAST THREE OATS IS GENERAL LY THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN' 
TRIGGEREO BY A CONTINUING REVOLT OF AFGHAN TROOPS AT 8 SES SOUTH 
OF KABUL. THE TROUBLE REPORTEDLY BRtyCE OUT AS KARHAL ORDEREO 
TOP OFFICIALS FROM AROUNO .THE COUNTRY TO ATTENO THE THIRO 
•PLENUM" 0^ THE POPA CENTRAL COMMITTER A MEETING UHICH MAS 
NOTABLE FOR ITS APPEALS FOR UNITY IF JIOTHING ELSE. THESE EVENTS 
HAvr SERVEO TO KSEP THE KABUL RUMOR ItlLL RUNNING AT TOP SPEEO, 
AND THE, REGUHE IS APPARENTLY FINDING # IT DIFFICULT TO REFUTE 

THE USUALL ERRONEOUS ALLEGATIONS AT ME SANE RATE. THE STATUS 
OF THE KHALO-PARCHAH FEUO IS HARO TO DETERMINE AHIO ALL THE 
OUST, BUT ALL SIGNSMNOICATE THAT IT IS INTENSIFYING OESPITE 
KARHAL* S ASSURANCES'TO THE "PLENUH" W»AT -COMPLETE UNITY- 
EXISTS. THE *FA IS STILL STALLING ON APPROVING VISA APPLICATIONS 
FOR £ NUMBER OF USG PERSONNEL AND NAY BE TRYING TO FORCE RECOG- 
NITION BY APROINTING AMBASSADORS TO. THREE OTHER COUNTRIES. THE 
SOVIET A^BAStAOOR FOLLOUEO OTHER COMMUNIST ENVOYS ON HOME LEAVE 
AND THE NUMBER* OF AMERICANS ROSE TO Mi. 

3. SOVIET Ml-t ANO HI-2M HELICOPTERS, HIG-21 FIGHTERS. AND HEAVY 
TRANSPORTS FILLED THE SKIES OVER KABUL FO/l SEVERAL HOURS EACH 
DAY BEGINNING JI/LY 21 IN THE LARGEST OISPLAY. OF AERIAL ACTIVITY 
SINCE THE OCCEHBER If7t INVASION. MOST OF W HI-t TRANSPORT 
AND NI-2H GUNSHIP HELICOPTERS KK COMING FROM OR HEWING 
SOUTH.UCST OF THE CITY* ONE FORMATION NUMBEREO 21 NFLICOPTERSVXON 
JULY 2S. HOST OF THE HI-2MS ARE RETURNINJ MITH SIGNS OF EXPENOEO 
AMMUNITION ANOHRANY OF OUR SOURCES REPORT HEAVY FIGHTING IN 
UAROAK ANO GHAZNI PROVINCES. ONE CONTACT MHO LIVES IN. THE 
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NORTHERN PART OF THE CITY ASSERTEO THAT SIMILAR FLIGHTS TO THE 
PARUAN VALLEY KORTH OF KABUL ARE CONTINUING AT THE SAME RATE AS 
LAST UEEK. 

*u THE SOVIETS HAVE ALSO SET 'UP STRONG ROAO BLOCKS ON MAJOR 
R0.40S LEAOING OUT OF THE CITY* AT ONE ON ITHEH0AN0BJVMIBB8A0 
NEAf* . 

THE JUNCTION MHICH LEADS TO PAGHMAN, AN EMBOFF COUNTEO FOUR 
SOVIET SELF-PROPELLEO 122 MM M-197M GUNS, FOUR 8MPS, TUO BMOS 
.-. '^ TMO gRDHS, PLUS A VARIETY OF AFGHAN ARMOR INCLUDING TMO 
T-m TANKS ANO SEVERAL APCS. AFGHAN POLICE ANO TROOPS ARE 

v: ••: : cfNfiBcviAj. : ... ... ••• .•: 

: : a : .: : •. v :•: : :■'•: : : 
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STOPPING EVERY VEHICLE TRYING TO E*TER THE CITY ANO SEARCHING 
JJANY OF THEN. THE'ARNOR IS POSITIONED TO GUARO AGAINST ATTACKS 
FROM EVERT DIRECTION. OATT HAS POINTED OUT TTAT SP GUNS PROVIOE 
EFFECTIVE DEFENSE AGAINST TANKS. 

S. A NUMBER OF SOURCES. (-AND INFORMATION IN OTHER CHANNELS) * 
HAVE INFORHEOVIS THAT OHIS ACTIVITY IS RELATED TO THE ONGOING 
KHALQ-PARCHAH INTERNECINE STRUGGLE, THE LAfEST ELEMENT OF WHICH 
IS A REVOLT BY THEllMTH DIVISION IN GHAZNI. SOME OF OUR 
INFORMANTS INSIST THAT OTHER AFGHAN ARMY ELEMENTS AT MAIOAN SHAHR 
(KOTE ASHRO) HAVE JOINEO IN THE REVOLT ANO ONE CONTACT CLAIMS' 
THAT THEY HAVE BESEIGEO 200 SOVIET "TNAKS- THERE. IF THESE 
STORIES ARE TRUE, ANO THE LEVEL* OF HELICOPTER ACTIVITY SUGGESTS * 
THAT THEY ARE, THE KARHAL REGIME ANO THE SOVIETS ARE FACING THEIR 
GREATEST CHALLENGE SINCE THE INVASION. THE 1HTH DIVISION IS 
ARMED WITH TANKS, ARTILLERY ANO A VARIETY OF ANTI-7 «H*.H-*S 
23-09, , POSSIBLY INCLUDING SAMS. , 

f. FIGHTINIT ONCE AGAIN -BROKE OUT DURING THE LAST TWO NIGHTS 
IN PARTS OF KABUL. L^ST MIGHT AT ABOUT 2390 HAVEY FIRING MAS 
HEARO IN THE SOUTHWESTERN QUARTER OF THE CITY FOR ABOUT H% MIN-) 
UTE*. TRACER SHELLS ANO ILLUMINATION FLARES WERE SEEN BY EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL AT THAT TIME. THIS MORNING 
MOST OF THE SHOPS. IN THE 

SOUTHWESTERN QUARTER OF KOTE SANGHI MERE CLOSED. (IT SHOULO BE 
CONFIDENTIAL . • - 
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NOTEO THAT, CONTRARY TO REPORTS 8R0A0CAST OVER RAOIO PAKISTAN 
ANO ELSEWHERE, OTHER SHOPS IN KA8UL REMAINES OPEN ON JULY 26 
ANO 27.) 

CONFIDENTIAL 



.. W«IOVl««i . 



••• • ••• 



• • • ■ ■"• ■ • - • • • ■- * ■ • • • - • - • • • 
zii • • • • • .•••• •••• 



. 9 

CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL • ..'• 

PAGE 01 KABUL 02203 02 OF 02 271SSMZ 

ACTIOfl NEA-U 

INFO OCT-0! EUR-12 EA-10 10-lM ADS-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 
INBE-00 ICAE-0% CIAE*00 OODE-00 PH-iO H-Ol INR-10 
L-OJ NSAE-00 PA-OI SP-02 SS-IS SBS-Ol RP-10 SR-OM . 
AIO-07 TRSE-00 ACOA-12 HA-OS SY-Of iSYE-00 CPR-02 
/IJ« H 

■ ..■ •--•---- 103*37 2715192/45 

270M01Z JUL 00 

FK MMMSr tmUL 

T9 SiCSTtTi MSHOC IHfftOJSrt 799$ 

taro MtMsssr mkma • 

AHEHBASSY BEIJING 

AHENBASStC BONN * * 

AHENBASSY CANBBRRA 

ANEH8ASSY COLOffBO 

ANEHBASSY OACCA 

AHEHBASSY ISLAHABAO IN EOIATE 

ANCONSUL KARACHI 

AHEHBASSY LONOON 

ANENBASfT HOSCOU • f 

AHEHBASSY NEU DELHI IHHEOIATE 

ANEHBASSr OTTAHA 

AHEHBASSY -PARIS 

AHEHBAS8H RONE , , 

AHEH8ASSY TOKYO 

USHISSION USUN HE* YORK 

USICA UASHOC IIWEOIATE 

CINCEUB VAIHENGEN GE . • 

CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

CONFIOENTIA L SECTION 2 OF 2 KABUL 2203 ^~ 

7. BA8RAK KARHAL CONVENED THE THIRD -PLENUM- OF THE POPA 

CENTRAL COHHITTEE JZON JULY 23 AHIO RSVORS THAT HIS PARCHAH MING 

WAS ATTEMPTING TO CRUSH ITS KHALOI ADVERSARIES. AS THE CC 

NET, KABUL HAS RESOUNOING UITH RUHORS, HANY OF THEN REPEATESCBY INTER 
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NATIONAL NEKS SERVICES, THAT SEVERAL TOP KHALOIS (ANO 

SOHE PARCHANISTS) HAO BEEN ARRESTEO OR KILLEO. SO FAR, HOUEVER, 

•• ...QONFJQENIIAi. .. 

: s •: *•••••••••-•••■•••:: 

•5 ••• • ••• • •• •• •••••••• 



• •«• •• 

% • •• • 

• •• • • 

• • • • 

• ••• •« 



CONFIDENTIAL 

ALL OF THE LEAOERS NAMED IN TH5 RUHORSfHAVE APPEAREO IN PUBLIC 

rc OTir* r/ff hugations as past as occasions coulo bs osuseo. 

f°5 E *2 F ™E APPEARANCES HERE REPORTED IN REFTEL* OTHERS HHO 
SHOHEO UP AT THE CC PLENUM OR AT A CUB*N FUNCTION ON JULY U 
INCLUOED EOUCATION MINISTER RATE8ZA0, REVOLUTTONARY COUNCIL 
MEMBER NOOR ANO POLITBURO MEMBER ZEARY. 

•v OFFICIAL 0*A ACCWNtS OF THE PLENUM (LITTLE ELSE* HAS • 
APPEAREO* ASSEATEO THAT THE SESSION HAS HELO "IN COMPLETE UNITY 
ANO SOLIDARITY*, " CAUSING LOCAL AHALTSTS TO PRESUME THAT THE 
OPPOSITE HAS TRUE. IN HIS SPEECH* KARMAL CALLEO FOR AN ENO 
TO •PNACTIONALJSN- ANO PON BiiPING UP NlHTANt ANO SECURITY 
FORCES. INCLUDING THOSE OF THE POPA. HE HARNEO THAT POPA MEMBERS 
HHO HARM PARTY UNITY ANO UHO "OIGRESS FROM PARTY POLICY' UOULO Bt 
EXPELLECANO "JENALIZEO ACCOROING TO THE PARTY MANIFESTO.- AT 
THE SAME TIME HE ASSUREO THOSE MEMBERS UHO "PLAYEO IMPORTANT 
PARTS AS-REAL FIGHTSRCFOR REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE" THAT THEY SHOULD 
BE "IMMUNE" ANO NEED NOT FEAR "YENOETTA OR PRESSURE." 1% A 80* 
H THE SUPERIOR NUMBCRS OF KHALQI OFFICERS IN THE ARMEO FORCES, . 
KARMAL HAO THE PLENUM A6REE TO "PAY SERIOUS ATTENTION" ...Tt IMPROVE- 
MENT OF POPA LEADERSHIP ANO LIVING CONOITIONS IN THE MILIARY, . 
•"PARTICULARLY FOR OFflCERS." SECURITY AT THE MEETING MAC THE 
STRONGEST SEEN IN KABUL FOR MANY MONTHS. 

9. FURTHER RUMORS OF IHPENOING AMBASSADORIAL APPOINTMENTS 
CROPPED UP THIS UEEK (Stt KABUL 2109 NOTAL), GIVING RISE TO 
SPECULATION WAT THE ORA # HAY TRY TO PUSH IRAQ, TURKEY ANO 
YUGOSLAVIA TO RECOGNIZE THE KARMAL REGIME BY REQUESTING *GREHENT 
FOR ENVOYS TO THOSE CAPITALS. SUSPICIONS THAT THE PLOY COULO . 
SUCCEEO MERE FUELEO BY THE NEttS THAT IRAOI PRESIDENT SAODAH 
HUSSEIN HAO RESPONOEO FORMALLY TO A CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FROM KARMAL, ANO fHE REFUSAL OF THE TURKISH AMBASSAOOR TO OISCUSS 

THE RUMOR KITH A NATO COLLEAGUE. THE MFA HEANHHlLE CONTINUEO 

TO IGNONi OUN REQUESTS THAT f ISA APPLICATIONS PON SEVERAL INCOMING 

USG PERSONNEL BE APPROVEO. THE ONLY COMMENT HE MERE ABLE TO 

EXTRACT FROM THE OEPUTY CHIEF OF PROTOCOL HAS A QUESTION ABOUT 

THE SIZE OF OUR STAFF ANO THE OUTIES OF VARIOUS PERSONNEL, AND 

A SUGGESTION THAT THE CHARGE CALL UPON THE ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER. 



u DESPITE EARLIER ASSURANCES THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY HAS TOO 
BUJ»Y TO ALLOH TOP PERSONNEL TO GO ON LfcAVE THIS SUMMER, AMBASSAOOR 
TABEEV OEPARTEO ON JULY 26 FOR HHAT THE AEROFLOT REPRESENTATIVE 
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TERHEO A -VACATION.-* BULGAR{/h AH8ASSA00R RAOOSLMOV IS BUST 
WITH A SERIES OF FAREUELL CALLS (HIS ETO IS AUGUST 29) 0URIN6 

•UHICH HE RESOLUTELY PREACHES THE STANDARO SOMET LINE ANO URGES 
HIS UESTERN INTERLOCUTORS TO RECOGNIZE THE "REALITIES- OF SOVIET 

. INVOLVEHENT IN AFGHANISTAN IN THE GREATER INTERESTS OF UORLO 
PEACE UHtLEHOUTHING PLATITUDES ABOUT HOH FIRNLY BULGARIA OPPOSES 
EXTERNAL INTERVENTION IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF SOVEREIGN STATES. 

ill. THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN AFGHANISTAN HStSl TO Mi THIS UEEK 
•*¥ITH THE ARRIVAL OF FIVE NORE C(T|UNS. THEfNUHBER SHOULD OROP 
iSOON IF TEN OTHERS OtPART AS PLANNED BY THE ENO OF THE UEEK. 
4 THOSE ARRIVING AND RENAMING HILL FINO AN INCHEASINGLY CONCERNEO 
;*KABUL POPULATION. NEHBERS OF UHICH HAVE BEEN HEARO EATELY TO 
COMPLAIN • 

THAT "PRESIDENT CARTER- (ANO AYATOLLAH KHOHE4NI) IS 
LETTING OOUN THE RESISTANCE FIGHTERS BY FAILING TO PROVIDE 
WEAPONS AND MILITARY 'BACKING POR THEIR FIGHT. AGAINST THE SOVIETS. 
AN INDICATION OF THE- SECURITY OF THE CITY MAS THE UFA OFFER 
THIS MEEK TO PROVIDE SIX ARMED GUARDS TO EACH UNITED NATIONS 
PERSONNEL UffO UISH TO *PLAY GOLF AT KARGHA ON THE UESTERN OUT- 
'• SKIRTS OF KABUL? 
GRIFFIN 
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